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Looking for, clues to tE!en suicide 
. -· ... ... . . 

I . '1 . 
87DANfli:LQ HANRY lllCllL~slomacha!'hl>s. 

I 

A.uoclated Prt$S Writer - flll!~ pblJosoPhlcal prt0ecupallon 
with dralh · 

l\OS'l'ON ( A~l - Vl•lenne l.«Mlmls WU • 
bright .• pleuanl -lnoklnll 14·yeaN>ld, thP pro­
duct of a comfortable Fiome, prlv11c ll'honl1 
and loving P8""'ls. Pour dip bl-fore 
QlrlSlmas. she ll«I a l'OPI' IA>• wattr pipe In 
Uie basement of her home and .hangod 
ber'U'lf. 

WllYf 
TIM' qu<-Stlon ft<('lnalNI Dr Jllhn F: Mark, 

a psytlllalrtsl at lhrv1rd Ml'dlr11l /;rhnol and 
Clmbr1dltl' Ho.spllll•iio-n a PullturPrtu 
In tmforblsblftflraphyofT £.Lawntnt~ 

Several ~·rt 1ner VIYlenne'a iris aVk~ 
Mack dt~vercd that one ol tllo tttnDJ{Or's 
tracMrs had 111thertd a rem1rt.1blc coJlec, 
Uonol herdlarle... poems and letters • . 

So he sci out IA> uncover tho ~rtsslon. 
doubt and the dluppotnlmenta U.11 dl'O\'e the 
g!r l lo seek -ape In the pl'VCCllS, ho hoped 
fir would leam somcthlnR aboul lhe pressurrs 
that end In the 1ulcldC$ of some 2,000 
teenagers In lhe United Slnleacnrh yr1r. 

Mock says chfldrcn never commit aull'ldo 
without giving ctue1, no 'mallor how 111btlc. 
Parents, friends, lt1chers •nd phyatclons 
should look lor&1110ol1.Amon11thcm1 • 

- A sudden chnnMe In habltt, auch as tak· 
Ing druf(ft or not coting. 

- lloRus complotnta ol physlcol pr0blcn1s, 

' - Fecllnp ol worthles'llllllS or discourage­
ment. 

... Wllhdrawal rrom chOdhond lrirnd"'1Jl)1. 
"II you're loo1t11111 at youl'Rlr as wonhll'$S 

and llSf'lf'SS. ch8nces are JOU wdl - lhe 
world ouUIM you alto u ltopf'lts$. dttoaP11Gln­
Ung. rilled wtlh overwbtlmlllg problems and 
lntolcrohle." Ma~k aald. 

In cOllaboro11nn wtlh tlle lencht>r. Holly• 
llllM<IC!'f, M~k hu ptlldUM'd the bocllt "Vl­
Vltnnt: Tllo Lita andSU!Cldeof an Adolescent 
Glrl .. · 

''Tllere'• no alllllk' t'Clllclu'lon to ~ llate-
mMI' 'She kllkod herself bee1use ........ Mack 
aaye. "Ono hos to look at oll lho dctarmlnants 
the I coaleaco lo resu.lt In a ltlk'kle." 

Vh•tenno IJ'tw up Ill Mdrose. a sublllt> 
north of lloslon. or.e of three chUdren of a 
Unitarian mlnblcr AllMSt fn>m the $1arl. 
1110 was o IOUt'hY child. easily hl'llkod by tulle 
1ll1lhi. and hurls and unusually syMpalllctlc 
lo lhopoln of allier people's dlJoppnlnlmenlJ. 

At Sl'hool, VlvlMne was a bookish child. 
distant from tlaasmatcs Her motbcr dressed 
her Ill old•laslllon~ bOmnpun clolbes. Siio 
was the bull olployground JokC3. 

In the al•th grade, ghc was enrolled In the 
CambrldRe Friends School, o small. llborol 
Wiool founded on Quak~r pr1nclplcs. Hero 

• 
she ~it•n lo ,.TIU>. M>mrlhlna &ht- did wtll 

In slarts ot elOQOHil potma and joumlli, 
ahE> HI down hfr f'1f'llnp ebcul love, llft and 
11"rlf'll And she wrotr abnul tho moat Impor­
tant rrlendl<hlp or lier ahorl Ille, her tnrotu1· 
lion with 1 tte<"her 

The notct>oaka are fllll'd wllh !'f'f~r- lo 
the rtlld standards she Ml lor herself, whll 
~ydlletrllll can ber eito ldHI ll Is 
~tn11 all adolesttnt.s go lllrouah. lo 
somed~gree. J 

"It'• lho way we would ldrally wish 
ountl•H IO be •• says •t•Cll. "You llnd In VI· 
'1enne's wr1tlnp 1 great emphuts Oii the 
Ideal and Ondlnfl per(ttllon and bdnl Ulll!lle 
to tolmite t0mprom1se " 

Vivienne - lrtend!Ht, Insecure, palnfUlly 
shy- latched onto John M1y, 1 ca11rom1nn tn 
his 20t who was a sixth grade ltechcr May 
worked at building her confidence. lie told 
ber she WU bauUful, RntlU\"O, bright Ind I 
gifted writer. 

Vivienne wrote poc1111 ror him lo reed ; she 
told him her deepest thou~ht.s. 

"Whe.n I really reel out, • aho wrolo him, "I 
think to myself: ' I'm no good. I'm nol 
ilender, I don't smllo a lot. I'm nOI out~olng, 
I'm not oven halllr~y p~tyl But lbM I 
remember what ho ntd lboul my being 
beaullful Inside and out I"' 

When V1v1onno started OIRhlh grodo. Moy 
moved bock to Callfornle.Jlho WIJ,8 aholl~rcd. 

h 

lltt wrlllnJ!S grrw mOl'e li>rturfd: she 
dwt'lt on ~ath Ev,rythlng IH'rtH'd ......,g 

The llOC'lal probltm1 or the early 1970.I 
weighed on her 

"The shdttrrlng f1flures or our R~llf'rallon 
ll'l' the r1w, dally. vivid. le<'hnlrolor fire. un­
dllutC'd. ol )'OUlllJ lf'f'nll!l'ts now," Mark uys. 
''Wt ltnow from VlvlMule"s wrlll110 lhll abe 
wu partlcularly 1t11111tve lo llv S«la.I lllld 
pollllr•I problems around he,r - Nixon, 
Water11at~ pollution, the tttalment ol 
prlsone"'-• 

Slie ntr1fd with sul~~ but lier allrmpts 
1ttmed dllkllsll. and her pa.rrnU did llOI talte 
lhtm RrloU.•IJ. Siie aave them few dues 
about Ille deplhs other unhappiness. 

In July, nvc months ti.lort' hi!!" dtoatb, She 
wrol~e poem ca.fled "Dream or Reality"' : 

Wh1tl111? 
The 111Uness ol wlM!om? 
Thtpat!eneeof doom? 
1'1111 drives you lo mounl 
1'1111 ccal·black Jlalllon7 
Why ls It 
Thal you euddcnly know 
With ccr1a1n1y 
That you cannol al1y aslrldo7 

I 

In e1rl)' December. alto~ to M•y: "JI I 
didn't hnvo lo worry abcut Mommy and Dad· 
dy, I wouldn' t bolher finishing this leller 
boloro I hung myself." 

Flophouse tenants file suit; claim illegal convictions 
CHICAGO (APl - Aboul 

400 people who lived In two 
I _ __ ~MA o- l._kfV"t' .. 

' proJcct. 
"nlelr lawyers eeclc 110.000 

, ,,.., .,..,....., ,.1'8ftt tn.r tty, 'r:nftl. 

• The suit. !fled on Monday 
by tho Legal t'\ssl5loot Foun· 
d•llM. chllrl!el lh2t lhe evtc-

Tho aull charges lhnt rcaldonts since they were 
Mayor J nno Byrne: CllbOrl ovtclcd. Edword Lacko. 54. • 
J. Cat1ldo, lho city's how!1n1 1>1lvcn·yr1r rc11dcnl ol the 

. 
he nnolly found a bed a1 a 
Salva11on Army cent~r 

Fedora! reguloUons. re-

_§oufh.,!IOtl Mlsspl;!!IOn, Cop~r_2i:_d!IOV, Mo., Wed., Au.9· 18, 1982-:!, 

Motor fuel use qown in Missouri 
Jf.Ff'ER~ON ClTV, Mo, 

IAPI - Mnlor fuel u'e dmp· 
pf!d In Mtuouri 1111 month"' 
and overall rGllAlmpllnn SO 
fllr thlti year 1Ju. IS dnwn. ac­
e<1rilln1 lo tho MIW>llrl 

Oepnrtmrnl nfRevrnue. 
The drparlmrnl said 

!Mlorl.•la burnMI 20 mDlton 
g1ll0111 of lucl In July. 1 ) 4 
~l'!'•nl d"'!l lrom the t~J 
mllllnn R•llm!J u....i In Julv 

The easy, safe 
hunger·f ree w.eight 
loss program comes 
to Cape Girardeau! 
The Nutrl Systom Weight Loss 
Medical Center Program, the no· 

• 
t981 

for lhl' llral seven mnnth1 
ol lhls year. mnlbr IUtl UM' b 
down I I IJl'rttnl tomparN 
whll tho same period la1 
y.ar 


